
On January 25th, 2007, the planning team 

for the Vanderbilt University Commons pre-

sented this ongoing project to the Middle 

Tennessee Chapter, United States Green 

Building Council. Key points of this panel 

discussion centered on the environmentally 

sustainable features of the project, with an 

emphasis on the need for a quality team, 

effective communications, and a commit-

ment to sustainable building principles 

from all involved. Participants in the pre-

sentation were Tony Fort, Vanderbilt Uni-

versity Campus Planning and Construction 

(Owner’s Representative); Baird Dixon, 

Street Dixon Rick Architecture (Architect); 

Dan Barge, Barge Cauthen and Associates 

(Civil Engineer); Stephen Clinton, Smith 

Seckman Reid, Inc. (Mechanical and Elec-

trical Engineering); Paul McCown, SSRCx, 

Inc. (LEED Consultant); and Joe Braden, 

American Constructors, Inc. (Contractor). 

The following is a description of some of the 

primary sustainable design features of the 

Commons. This project has been submitted 

to the USGBC and is anticipated to receive 

ly the Commons is the largest LEED-regis-

tered project in the State of Tennessee.
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Editor’s note:  NES has provided schematics 

of a few typical installations on the following 

page.

Rows of solar panels line the roof of 

Street Dixon Rick Architecture at 107 

Kenner Avenue
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